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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Col. — Plague-prevention work at San 

Francisco, Oakland, and Point Richmond, and in Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties, Col. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports : 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, January 30, 1908. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: October 23, 1908. 

Week ended May 8, 1909. 

Dead inspected 129 

Plague 

Premises inspected 2, 489 

Houses disinfected 199 

Nuisances abated 300 

Rats found dead 59 

Rats trapped 2, 286 

Total rats taken 2,345 

Rats identified : 

Mus norvegicus 1, 641 

Mus rattus 53 

Mus musculus 587 

Mus alexandrinus 31 

Total 2, 312 

Rats identified as to sex : 

Male 770 

Female 877 

Total 1,647 

Ground squirrels trapped 3 

Gophers trapped 18 

Rats examined bacteriologically 1, 458 

Plague rats 

Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically 3 

Plague squirrels 

Gophers examined bacteriologically 18 

Plague gophers 

Buildings condemned 9 

Poisons placed 20. 921 
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OAKLAND, CAL. 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, July 17, 1908. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: Trapped, December 1, 1908. 

Week ended May 1, 1909. 

Dead inspected 15 

Plague 

Necropsies held 1 

Premises inspected 943 

Nuisances abated 234 

Premises cleaned • 189 

Garbage cans installed 253 

Rats found dead 13 

Rats trapped 603 

Rats identified 664 

Mus norvegicus 607 

Mus rattus 5 

Mus musculus 48 

Mus alexandrinus 4 

Rats examined bacteriologically 601 

Plague rats 

Mice examined bacteriologically 48 

Plague mice 

Poisons placed 37, 500 

POINT RICHMOND, CAL. 

Week ended May 1 . 

Premises inspected 490 

Nuisances abated 35 

Rats found dead 14 

Rats trapped 23 

Rats examined bacteriologically 23 

Plague rats 

Poisons placed 7, 000 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. 

Week ended May 1. 

Dead inspected 44 

Plague 

Necropsies held 2 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CAL. 

Week ended May 1 . 

Dead inspected 1 

Plague 

Ground squirrels shot 52 

Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically 52 

Plague squirrels 

Rabbits trapped 1 

Rabbits examined bacteriologically 1 

Plague rabbits 

Ranches inspected 25 

Ranches found free of ground squirrels 10 

Campaign against ground squirrels in Contra Costa County. Col. 

The following is received from Doctor Blue under date of May 10: 
About April 20, 1909, a central headquarters for the campaign 

against ground squirrels in Contra Costa County was established at 

Alamo, Cal., and 5 men were placed on duty under the supervision 

of Passed Asst. Surg. W. C. Rucker. 

The campaign will consist in shooting, trapping, and poisoning. 

For the latter purpose small gas machines will be used for sulphur 



